
II before Lent 8 February 2015

About Today… 
Although the season of Epiphany (realisation) is over, there is a 
continuation today of the theme of people realising and 
understanding who Jesus is, following his coming to us at 
Christmas.  Today, the people invited to realise the full significance 
of God’s gift in Jesus is ourselves!

Both of our Scripture readings unveil the true identity and nature 
of Jesus for us, shedding light on who this man was and is.  In our 
first reading, St Paul describes Jesus as the full revelation of God, 
as the one through whom God created everything, the one who 
reconciles everything to God and the one for whom everything was 
made.  It is a theme taken up in the Shorter Westminster 
Catechism, which asks “what is the chief aim of man?” and answers 
it saying “Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever.”  By the same token, we might ask “what is the point of a 
wasp” or a mosquito?  The answer is the same: “to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him forever.”  The whole of creation is made for Jesus, not 
for ourselves or anything useful we can glean from it.  And we 
ourselves are, as the old Prayer Book put it, made for God and our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in him.

Our second reading makes an obvious link to Christmas but makes 
similar claims about Jesus- that he didn’t come into existence 
merely when he was born, but that he is eternal, that he was “in the 
beginning”, that “All things came into being through him”.

Above all, both passages offer us the first firm steps of faith: urging 
us that God can be known through Jesus and that knowing Jesus is 
what our souls most need.   They invite us to be reconciled to him, 
to relate to him, to walk with him and to “enjoy him forever.”

Ash Wednesday 

Our joint Ash Wednesday 
Eucharist is at St Barnabas, 
Great Strickland, Wednesday 
18th February, 7.30pm. 

Lent Course 

Our Lent Course this year is 
“Heresies and How to Avoid 
Them”, based on the book by 
Michael Ward and Ben Quash.  
A fun, but enlightening look at 
Christian belief. 

Kings Meaburn Village Hall,  
7.30, Mondays, 23 Feb-23 Mar. 

The Filling Station 

The Filling Station is a new 
informal way of expressing the 
Christian faith using local mid-
week celebration meetings in a 
different sort of venue. 

Centre 67, Chapel Street, 
Appleby CA16 6QR, 7.30pm, 
first Thursday of each month 
beginning 12th February. 

Morland Community 
Choir 

Helen & Stephen Keogh are 
starting a community choir.  
Rehearsals will be in the Crown 
Inn every other Wednesday, 
alternating with the Pub Quiz.  It 
is open to anyone.  First 
rehearsal on Wed 11th 
February at 7.30pm. 
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Today’s readings 
Colossians 1.15-20
15 Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

John 1.1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed 
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth.

For your prayers 

• All the couples being married 
in our churches this year and 
for their Wedding Preparation 
Day in Morland Village Hall 
yesterday. 

• The Filling Station, beginning 
this week. 

• The new Community Choir in 
Morland. 

• The world-wide mission of the 
church, all missionaries and 
missionary organisations, the 
Church Mission Society. 

• Our children’s work, including 
our Sunday activities, Service 
Makers, Snack and the Eden 
Live youth fellowship. 

• Those who are in mourning, 
especially the recently 
bereaved. 

• Our Deanery Synod, meeting at 
Orton on Tuesday 10th Feb. 

From our calendar of prayer: 

• In the Anglican Communion: 
Diocese of Maiduguri (Province 
of Jos, Nigeria), Bishop 
Emmanuel Kana Mani, clergy 
and people. 

• In Carlisle Diocese: Calder 
Deanery - St Bridget, Moresby. 
Rector: Vacant.  Ministry team: 
Martin Brion, Bill Cole, Reader: 
Barry Stansfield; LLM: Anne 
Denwood.  St Bridget’s CofE (C) 
School Parton.  The ministry 
team and all who lead worship 
in the vacancy. 

• Bishop Robert, Confirmation for 
Aldingham, Dendron, 
Rampside and Urswick, 10.30.


