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Come on and celebrate 
June sees plenty of reasons to celebrate for our local 
churches.  In our inside pages there is news of our Mis-
sion Community launch on 17th June to which everyone is 
invited and we are also celebrating the ordination of one 
of our congregation members.  Sheila Clark has been 
known to many as a teacher and now she is about to be 
ordained.   
Ordination is how the Church authorises particular indi-
viduals to minister on its behalf.  All Christians are called 
to ministry of some sort, but some are called to exercise 
the authority of the church by life-long dedication to 
public ministry.  Sheila has been called by God to that 
ministry and that calling has been confirmed by the 
Church.  She will be ordained by the bishop at a special 
service in Carlisle Cathedral on Saturday 30th June at 
2.30pm.  Everyone is invited, but for practical reasons 
the Cathedral would like to know who is coming.  If you 
would like to come, please could you inform Catherine Hol-
liday on 01931 712508 or johncathholliday@icloud.com.  
If you need a lift, or can offer a lift to others, please let 
Catherine know. 
Appropriately, Sheila’s ordination takes place at the 
feast of St. Peter.   St Peter was a Galilean fisherman 
who was called by Jesus to be one of the 12 apostles.  
The Gospels portray him as a wonderfully human figure.  
He frequently makes mistakes and fails to understand 
what Jesus is up to, he is often rather headstrong and 
occasionally quite grumpy.  He even betrays Jesus at his 
most desperate hour, but for all that he loves Jesus and 
repeatedly allows Jesus to set him back on his feet to try 
again.  His real name was Simon, but Peter (which in 
Greek means ‘the rock’) was a nickname Jesus gave him.  
It’s appropriate, because he could be a bit stoney, but 
Jesus also says he is the rock on which the Church will be 
built.  He is considered the first bishop of Rome and his 
life is a wonderful reminder that God can use ordinary 
people to do powerful things, even if they make mistakes, 
fail to understand or betray him.  In fact, Jesus special-
ises in doing amazing things with ordinary people.  He can 
do it for each of us and he’s certainly going to be doing it 
with Sheila as she is ordained.  Do join us if you can.  And 
please pray for Sheila, as you feel able, as she begins her 
new ministry among us. 


